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Hazlitt was a Radical, and impatient for reform. The men
of the eighteenth century, and perhaps the men of the present
day, would agree with him about " present evil " as the result
of revolution, but might be inclined to doubt the " lasting
good." Talleyrand's view was that he who had not lived
before the Revolution did not know the sweetness of life.
The men of the eighteenth century believed that they lived
in a good age; the more earnest acknowledged that it had
defects, and laboured for improvement. Turgot, one of the
finest characters of the age, was for reform, not revolution;
and reform is always possible, revolution is never inevitable.
Hazlitt's explanation of the cause of the great collapse will not
do; it only explains why change, amendment, reform, was
demanded. And reform was coining, was happening all the
time. Why could people not wait?
The answer is that people could wait, would have waited, if
they had been properly led. The fault lay in the eighteenth-
century Governments, which, as Governments are apt to be, were
at a lower level of intelligence and will-power than the educated
people of the time. The Governments were formed of educated
men; but these men were, as they always are, caught up in the
routine of administration, and had no longer the time or the
energy to study problems deeply and to keep abreast of the
best thought. Moreover, the Governments had the usual weak-
ness; they would rather go on over-spending and tolerating
abuses than enforce unpleasant decisions. And then, finally,
the Governments believed in war as an instrument of policy
—the prime defect even of an enlightened age. Out of these
three things on the part of Governments—lack of understand-
ing, lack of decision, belief in war—came the great collapse
—the Revolution and the European war. Lack of understand-
ing and lack of decision brought on the French Revolution.
Belief in war brought on the great civil war in Europe which
lasted for twenty-two years.
Every educated person in France knew that reforms were
necessary; most of them knew what reforms were necessary.
The men who knew best, however, were not the official

